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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

2. Claims 8, 1 1, and 16 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, ' . . . clearing said 
call history after a predetermined period has elapsed.. which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the 
inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
There is only mention of ' . . .updating a call history. . . ' on page 5, lines 2-4, page 6, lines 11-13, 
and page 7, lines 19-20 in the specification. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 9, 10, 12-14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,898,274 by Gait et al, hereinafter Gait. 

Regarding claim 1, Gait discloses a telecommunications system (see Fig. 1), comprising: 
a local area network (Fig. 3; col. 5, line 44 - col. 6, line 3; col. 6, lines 20-67); 
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one or more telecommunications devices (e.g. SCP) coupled to said local area network (col. 6, 
lines 53-55); 

a switching unit (e.g. SCP) (Fig. 1: 138, 140; Fig. 2 3 2 00; col. 4, lines 43-48; col. 6, lines 53-55) 
coupled to said local area network, said switching unit adapted to associate a plurality of 
numbers with a user (col. 2, lines 21-26; col. 2, lines 44-53), record a time and associated 
number at which said user has been reached (col. 1 1, lines 21-48), and perform a closest 
neighbor time comparison of multiple records of previous calls to determine where to connect a 
current call (col. 4, lines 55-67; col. 10, lines 16-24 and lines 30-36). 

Regarding claim 2, a telecommunications system in accordance with claim 1, wherein 
Gait further discloses said switching unit further adapted to switch calls to said user at particular 
locations at programmed times (col. 2, lines 44-53; col. 4, lines 55-67; col. 10, line 16 - col. 11, 
line 7). 

Regarding claim 4, Gait discloses a telecommunications gatekeeper (e.g. SCP) (Fig. 1 : 
138, 140; Fig. 2, 200; col. 4, lines 43-48), comprising: 

a control processor (Fig. 2, 208) adapted to process incoming and outgoing calls, wherein users 
have one or more numbers associated with them (col. 2, lines 21-26; col. 2, lines 44-53; col. 5, 
lines 29-30); 

a record unit (Fig. 2, 218) adapted to store in a memory a call history associated with particular 
users (col. 5, lines 38-40); and 

a compare unit (Fig. 2, 204) adapted to perform a closest time neighbor comparison of multiple 
calls in said call history to determine at which of said one or more numbers to connect the call 
(col. 4, lines 55-67; col. 5, lines 40-43; col. 10, lines 16-24 and 30-36). 
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Regarding claim 5, a telecommunications gatekeeper in accordance with claim 4, wherein 
Gait further discloses said control unit programmable to switch calls to said users at particular 
numbers at particular times (col. 2, lines 44-53; col. 4, lines 55-67; col. 10, line 16 - col. 1 1, line 
7). 

Regarding claim 6, a telecommunications gatekeeper in accordance with claim 5, wherein 
Gait further discloses said compare unit adapted to perform said closest neighbor comparison if a 
call is not connected to a programmed number at the programmed time (col. 10 5 lines 16-58). 

Regarding claim 7, a telecommunications gatekeeper in accordance with claim 4, wherein 
Gait further discloses said call history is updated after every call (col. 10, line 37 - col. 11, line 
48). 

Regarding claim 9, Gait discloses a method, comprising: 
maintaining a call history of calls to one or more numbers of a particular user (col. 5, lines 38- 
40); 

receiving a new call (col. 10, lines 16-24); 

performing a closest neighbor time comparison of multiple calls in said call history to determine 
at which of said numbers to switch said new call (col. 4, lines 55-67); 
connecting said new call (col. 10, lines 16-24 and lines 30-36); and 
updating said call history (col. 10 , line 37 - col. 11, line 48). 

Regarding claim 10, a method in accordance with claim 9, wherein Gait further discloses, 
further comprising first attempting to switch a call to a user-programmed time associated call 
location (col. 10, lines 16-36). 

Regarding claim 12, Gait discloses a method, comprising: 
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providing a control processor (Fig. 2, 208) adapted to process incoming and outgoing calls, 
wherein users have one or more numbers associated with them (col. 2, lines 21-26; col. 2, lines 
44-53; col. 5, lines 29-30); 

providing a record unit (Fig. 2, 218) adapted to store in a memory a call history associated with 
particular users (col. 5, lines 38-40); and 

providing a compare unit (Fig. 2, 204) adapted to perform a closest neighbor time comparison of 
multiple calls in said call history to determine at which of said one or more numbers to connect 
the call (col. 4, lines 55-67; col. 5, lines 40-43; col. 10, lines 16-24 and lines 30-36). 

Regarding claim 13, a method in accordance with claim 12, wherein Gait further 
discloses said control unit programmable to switch calls to said users at particular numbers at 
particular times (col. 2, lines 44-53; col. 4, lines 55-67; col. 10, line 16 - col. 1 1, line 7). 

Regarding claim 14, a method in accordance with claim 13, wherein Gait further 
discloses said compare unit adapted to perform said closest neighbor comparison if a call is not 
connected to a programmed number at the programmed time (col. 10, lines 16-58). 

Regarding claim 15, a method in accordance with claim 14, wherein Gait further 
discloses said call history is updated after every call (col. 10, line 3 1 - col. 11, line 48). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gait as applied to 
claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,622,016 by Sladek et al, hereinafter 
Sladek. 

Regarding claim 3, a telecommunications system in accordance with claim 2 mentioned 
above, wherein Gait does not disclose said switching unit comprising an H.323 gatekeeper. 

Sladek discloses a system for controlling the provisioning of special services including 
call forwarding, in which calls directed to the subscriber may be forwarded to another telephone 
line associated with the subscriber (col. 1, lines 8-52; col. 7, lines 15-35). 

Sladek further discloses a gatekeeper to associate a plurality of numbers with a user and 
determine where to connect a current call (col. 11, lines 23-47). Wherein said gatekeeper can be 
an H.323 gatekeeper (col. 11, line 66 - col. 12, line 20). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Gait to include a switching unit as taught by Sladek 
to comprise an H.323 gatekeeper. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been lead to make 
such a modification in order to provide a system that utilizes a protocol such as H.323. 

7. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gait, as applied to 
claim 4, and in further view of U.S. Patent No. 6,678, 366 by Burger et al, hereinafter Burger. 
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Regarding claim 8, a telecommunications gatekeeper in accordance with claim 4, wherein 
Gait does not disclose said call history is cleared after a predetermined period. 

Burger discloses an enhanced service platform (Fig. 1, 100), comprising: a control 
processor or memory (Fig. 1, 110) adapted to process incoming and outgoing calls, wherein 
users have one or more numbers associated with them (col. 1, lines 14-25; col. 4, lines 33-37); a 
record unit or database module (Fig. 1, 118) adapted to store in a memory a call history 
associated with particular users (col. 4, line 65; col. 5, lines 1-6; col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, line 16; 
col. 6, line 46 - col. 7, line 2; col 11, lines 16-18); and a compare unit or telephone call manager 
module (Fig. 1, 114) adapted to perform a closest time neighbor comparison of said call history 
to determine at which of said one or more numbers to connect the call (col. 3, lines 8-13; col. 6, 
line 17 - col. 7, line 56; col. 8, lines 62-65; col. 11, lines 13-21). 

Burger further discloses said call history is inherently cleared after a predetermined 
period (col. 9, lines 25-49; col. 11, lines 64-66; col. 12, lines 10-11). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the telecommunications gatekeeper of Gait to include said call 
history is cleared after a predetermined period as taught by Burger. One of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been lead to make such a modification to clear a call history associated with 
particular user in order to free memory or space in the record unit. 

8. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gait, as applied 
to claim 10, and in further view of Burger. 

Regarding claim 1 1, a method in accordance with claim 10, wherein Gait does not 
disclose clearing said call history after a predetermined period has elapsed. 
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Burger discloses a method, comprising: maintaining a call history of calls to one or more 
numbers of a particular user (col. 5, lines 1-6; col. 6, line 46 - col. 7, line 2); receiving a new call 
(col 8, lines 27-39); performing a closest neighbor time comparison on said call history to 
determine at which of said numbers to switch said new call; connecting said new call (col. 9, 
lines 40-49); and updating said call history (col. 3, lines 8-13; col. 6, line 17 - col. 7, line 56; col. 

8, lines 62-65; col. 11, lines 13-21). 

Burger further discloses comprising clearing said call history after a predetermined 
period has elapsed (col. 9, lines 25-49). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the method of Gait to include clearing said call history after a 
predetermined period has elapsed as taught by Burger. One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have been lead to make such a modification to clear a call history associated with particular user 
in order to free memory or space. 

9. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gait, as applied 
to claim 14, respectively, and in further view of Burger. 

Regarding claim 16, a method in accordance with claim 14, wherein Gait does not 
disclose said call history is cleared after a predetermined period. 

Burger discloses a method, comprising: providing a control processor or memory (Fig. 1, 
110) adapted to process incoming and outgoing calls, wherein users have one or more numbers 
associated with them (col. 1, lines 14-25; col. 4, lines 33-37); providing a record unit or database 
module (Fig. 1, 118) adapted to store in a memory a call history associated with particular users 
(col. 4, line 65; col. 5, lines 1-6; col. 5, line 60 - col. 6, line 16; col. 6, line 46 - col. 7, line 2; col. 
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11, lines 16-18); and providing a compare unit or telephone call manager module (Fig. 1, 114) 
adapted to perform a closest neighbor time comparison of said call history to determine at which 
of said one or more numbers to connect the call (col. 3, lines 8-13; col 6, line 17 - col. 7, line 
56; col. 8, lines 62-65; col. 1 1, lines 13-21). 

Burger further discloses said call history is cleared after a predetermined period (col. 9, 
lines 25-49; col. 11, lines 64-66; col. 12, lines 10-1 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the method of Gait to include said call history is cleared after a 
predetermined period as taught by Burger. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been lead 
to make such a modification to clear a call history associated with particular user in order to free 
memory or space in the record unit. 



Response to Arguments 
10. Applicant's arguments, see RCE, filed 10-12-2005, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1-16 have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been 
withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made. 
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1 1 . Accordingly, this action is NON-FINAL. 

Conclusion 

12. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

• U.S. Patent No. 6,950,650 by Roeder discloses a system and method for call forwarding 
synchronization utilizing a telecommunications gatekeeper 

13. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or call: 

(571) 272-2600 (for customer service assistance) 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lisa Hashem whose telephone number is (571) 272-7542. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. Any inquiry of a general nature or 
relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be directed to the Group 
receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 
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15. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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